WAR TAXES, race s

R
TIPSR Ik
‘P'L‘r ,\_“.,., E3

(39D & AND POLITICAL: DEMOCRACY. . 4

e
. .y
« -
- .

JOURNAL OF 'INDUSTRIAL

' . *
N . CE
. 3. .o <
Lt o o]
L3 .
| | [
. ;e e
. ; M
'm - LK .
iy e
: L)
* s ' iy
Lty
L1yl .
. «
x
Ld

ey

g

3

Em SERIES. Vor. 1, No. 16.

MARCH 16, 1918,

ONE PENNT

g : _ x

Ulster Farmers’
Feedlng, . : ._ " : :

~ Depot Scandal.

—_—

WHAT 1S OUR POLICY ? g ™
© A PLEA FOR A TRIENDLY DISCUSSION. 'C/,.-,.

Tein agree in denying all moral validily ¥o-the EnglisH
domination of Ireland, they agree in claiming for Ire-

b

Lvery reader of ** Irish Opinien’-must by this time

realise that. there are certain misunderstandings or..

differences between Irish Labour and Sinn Fein. Leb
me say quite frankly that the polemics in these

columng strike me ab generating mere heat than light.

We have had personalities, sarcasms, offensive 1e-

marks, erroneous statements; so much so that an out-~

sider ltke myself gets the impression that personal

animosities and suspicions are bchind a good deal of,
- what passes for.honest argument. Surely this is nob .

the kind of discussion we wanb. I certain people have

“axes to grind and scores to wipe out, let them not iden-

Lify their own squeaking with ‘° The Voice of Labour.”
Everyone knows Labour as a whole is strongly inclined
fo the Sinn Fein policy. Ts it not about time, then,
that we had a fair, straight, friendly discussion on the
- subject, avoiding “sll unnécessary friction and offence?
Lt ug try to explain to one snother, let us try to see
-what we have in common rather than to lay undue
- shress on subsequent possibilities of disagreement. - As
one who is identified neither with Labour mor with

- S o . By . - “
bin Fein—or, if you prefer, as oné who believes in

ll?oth——-let me try to start a friendly discussion, even if
am to share the proverbial fate, of all peacemakers.
It seems to me an utber mistake to regard Sinn Fein

as & political party at all; it is essentially a national .

&nc}. economic movement. It is concerned with the
nation as 8 whole and as regards its external policy;
15 13 therefore compatible with different programmes of

internal administration. Both Kerensky and Trotsky

agreed .on the abolition of Tsardom; they differed s

to subsequent developments. Both Labour and Sinn -

'
J

) Ui

land the status of & nation and the right of absolute -
self-determinabion, they agree in rejécting the nomin-

“* ated Bnglish Convention. (By the way, & minority of

Labour in the North seems to take a different view,
i.e., sides with . Unionism. Are we to regard this™
Labour section as Carsonite?) Moreover, both agree
that the political issue is really economic, What is
the use of Home Rule which leaves Irish economit life
still dependent on English Capitalism? And whatb
did Irish T.abour (or Irish farmers either) ever get by
the Westminster policy ? In the world of Labour as
in Irish politics, direct action is superseding the efféte
policy of Parlismentary oratory: - (Let us not forget

- that Russia is syndicalist and anarchist rather than

socialist.) Just as Labour velies now on its own Trade

“Union organisation rather than on humble appeals to

the charity of capitalists, so Ireland as a whole is.
coming to rely on our own direct ‘action and orgamisa- .
tion rather than on resolutions of mendicant orators o
the English Parliament. If you like to pub it thus,

_you might say that Sinn Fein hag copied and imi-

tateq Liabour!, The seizure of ranchi-lands for allot-
ments, the buying of foodstuffs for our Irish workers,
the stoppage of exports—these are typieal of the tem-
per of Sinn Fein and they are true to the soundest

ingtinets of Labour. Peace Comference or no Peace.

Conference, Sinn Fein (which existed years before the:
war) is & definite, coherent, syndicalist policy for mals-
ing the Knglish exploitation of phis country unwork-
able. : - - , :
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Westminster? L Distruss of the English Trade Unions, | of capitalism by co-operstive entorpriss?

‘So, though want of space precludes my
saying more, it iz significant thabt Sinn
Fein sins in good company. Besides, [ |
have spoken to several Irish ?ihvay men,
tailors, and carpenters; and, curiously . i
epough, they, ’:o?o, were profoundly dis- SH*A«BE.?“ QLQERSV
trustful of the English Unioms.  ‘Even | The recent meetings of~the Irish rails
AMr. Johnson ** agrees with a-good-part-Way companies produced the (Iniqus spec-
of the indictmenb,”  Then leb us .not | tacle of a railway shareholdyr- pleading
quarrel about the rest.  No responsible 1{%’5 pguse IT(’f the -raxl'ivay workers. Mz, F,
“man ought to advocate that Irish workers | _¢'p TOS865, ‘W’?I‘,l known as the pioneer
should  cut connection with English | ouriss Development and the Shannon
Unions as mptly and cutomatically as Steamer enterprise, vesented the state.
Inions as promplly and cutomavicaly as | ment of Mr. Maguire at the D. & S.E.R
one cuts off the gas. Pub we are all "

. meeting, that there was no justificatic
i - Y ed- ¢ g vy 7 m T Y g 3, ’ v . g = on
agreed—are, we npobt?—tbat Irish Unions | for the several increases granted-to rail-

T hear some talk of forming an Irish .
Tabour Party. I should like to hear more
* definitely what is ite object.. Is it to
revert once more to the Westminster |
*yoliey? to form & new Irish Party, lea~
vened with demoeracy and unbempted by
English bribery? Does Irish Labour pro-
- prse to _elect representalives  to swiar-
allegiancd to the King of England? If-it
does, then, of course, there i a gulf—
" moral and economic—between Liabour and
Sinn Fein. From the standpoint of Sinn
Fein, Irish Labour iy then merely @ new
Irish Party, the same old game played by |
workers instead of gombeen.nen.. - There-

It is aboub time we said plainly and-un
ambiguously what'is m2ant., !

‘RAILWAY MEN AND RAILWAY

* fare - it is-imiporbent fhat Irigh Labour | ought To secure full autonomy, to train | way workers since the outbreak of war,
should definitely declare, ils adhesion to, | their own officials, and _to manage theit In Mr, .Cro s;sley? s.view the dole given .wag
or repudiation of (1) Treland’s claim to | OWD funds‘,; and that i&zgh~~£-abour mush | little enough to meeb the ever-rising cosh
soli-determination and consequent rejec- | be internationally recognised as separats of living. : S

The Shareholders,.  — L

Holders of railway shates are naturally
apprehensive  of . the future. - The aid
financial. basis of our railways has been

and distinct from English. Without such
national organisation theore - can be mo
sound or stable internationalism, - =

tion of Fngland’s moral right to govern
us, (2) the policy of direct crganisation
#nd mnabtional economic combination, as

- opposed to the old method of mendicant
‘wesolutions and deputafions. '
* Suppose, then, that Irish

-

Tiahout

English Only,
I take another objection of X

r. Jolin~

undermined and it would be impossiblé to
restore the lines.te the. companies with
the oblization to continue wages ab their

' geoepls this claim and this policy. Is
. {here any room for independent Labour
organisation? . Surely such organisation
#: parb and parcel of the Sinn Fein policy, .
and is, indeed, ils mainstay and back..
bouer The important point to reslise is”
that the organisation of Irish Labour is

" nob hostile to Sinn Fein, but an essential
part of that movement. Fov they have
the same aim—freedom from exploitation
—and the same policy—direch organisa-
jon.  Afferwards, when Irisly indepen-
dence is achieved, might it not happen
that Siun Fein and Labour will be
strongly opposed?  Of course it might.
But surely Sinn Fein would then 'cease
5 be # policy at all, its work would be
over, and Irishmen-—agreeing in a com-
won patriotism—would naturally break
up-into agricultural, industrial and labour
arties. , Is it not a little premature to

- ! I . <

anticipate our independence? ‘Our subse-
quéent divisions will mever comse info
existence ab all if we do rot maintain
unity ab present. Sinn Fein, as I wmaid,

gon, for he is a conspietously fair and
friendly critic. He says - If our indus.
trial interests ave alwaxs to lake sccond
piace and political strategy-to claim -our
first allegiance, then we may say good-bye
t> all hopes of building up a strong inde-’
pendent working class movement in Ire-
lind.” . That objection applies to.every-
political pawty-cicept Sinn Fein, which
abandons ‘¢ politics,” and relies on our
own organisation, Bubt. urges Mr. John-
son, Sinn Fein aims only at rempving the
| exploitation of Knglish capitalists. = Pre-
¢isely, even Ulster capitalists might agree
 with so muech. And is. b not English
_capitalism that 'is the real enemy, that is
engaged in ruining our inddspries?” Ti
English capitalism is not beaten . then
there will soon be no Lrish capitalism lelt
—and mo Trish workers either; we =hall all
be cowherds and pig-jopbers.. - Desides,
hag not Sinn Fein conbated food profiteer-
ing?  And when there- is & strike in
Belfast, the employers™ dodge seems fo

- present level. And wages caunot be re-
duced,” 7 o
The-only solution to the after-war pro-
blém “of “the wailways - that  offers - ady
olimpse of comfort to the sharcholder, i
nationalisation. When the termsof trans-
fer of the shareholders’ private property
in the lines come to be discussed, it:is
to be hoped that the public will see o't
that they are not burdened with the pay~
ment of interest on eapital long passed
out of existence except on.the books of
the companies. o
The Men, .
 The workers will demand- that in any
discussion as to the future of the rail-
- roads,' their voice will be heard.  Befors
the war “the'railway men. of Ireldnd were
but weakly united.. To-day they mustér
24,000 slrong and have built up in Tre-
land, insidée the ranks of the N.U.R:, an
-organisation that is concerned not only
with the ‘status of the railway workers
" but also with the welfare of - the Trish

nation- and of sll-sgctions of the Trish

Cagree. - -

iy an external policy
*

English Trade Urnions, il

“Yu a recent issue of this paper My.

Thomasg Johnson professed to deal with
“ Sinn Fein and Labour,”” bub he really

dily iouched on 'a_single minor point.
N doubt, Messrs. Grifith and Figgis are

very distrustful of English Labour. And,
upon my word, they have good reason o
be. (By English Labour 1 mean the
‘Right Honourable specimens, nob the
decent Lansbury or New Age minority.)
id you ever ask yourself the veason for
Fim Connolly’s extraordinary change irom
costopolitan communism to lrvigh revo-

Iutionary eocialism? Onply a man igno-

w‘n{a of 0011310]};' 3 Qa;rﬁer: . and later
writings would deny thig evolution of his
views. . What was {he reason? Jim , Cour-
zolly told a friend of hig and of mine:

on which we can all

be to dub the men ** Binn Feiners! ™

Sostalisni. |
 There is one final poidb which I
like "to see discussed in theso pages.

snd words for ideas. As a Catholic I dis-
like. ¥ still more, especially because it
raises prejullicesin the minds of mauny.
There is, of course, not- the smallest rea-

Socialist in one of the many senses of
“that very ‘elastic phrase. But what
exactly does Socialism mean -when used

collectivism?  Syndicalism? A systemn of
national agricultural and industrial guilds?
A plan for the more equitable distribution

should

That is, Irish Sosialism.” What exactly
doés it mean? Persomally, I dislike the
word ¢ Socialism ’—I have found that it
ig often the refuge of uneducated workers
‘who mistake big talk for practical sction

gon why "o Catholic should not be a

of private property, and the replacement

in the pages of ** Irish Opinion ’? Fabian

| people, to whose industry and commerce

the*failways are essential, =
In -relation o the gemeral community
their attitude isi not that of -holding the
nation to.ransom. They wanb, to give 2
‘real helping hand in the development and
improvement of their country.: Nor do
they seek in the strength of their uniby to
wreak .vengeance for past suppressiol.
They will let the .dead pash. bury: itsell,
and’ of the shareholders they .but ask'a
reasonable co-operation towards the
settlement of the railway questions 0
‘control and ownership on a nationsl basis.

#
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Sinee the capitulation of  Lenin and -

an almost uninterrupted record of re-

.. actionary progress. We have empha-
- _sised: from the beginning the peculiar
. ynanimity of the capitalist governments

of the world in undermining and ‘attack-

~ing the Bolshevist movement, the reward

 light from the patriot exploiters and
their purblind ¢ Labkour’’ friends, we

~ diplomacy.

being the ultimate surrender of revolu-
tionary Russia. After the howls of de-

now get the deeds corresponding to the

-~ sentiments expressed during the period
‘of the greal experiment in revolutionary |
The . French authorities,.

* ‘doubtléss encouraged by the success of

“the military and financial help given to
the Ukrainians, are loudly insisting upon |

the benefits to democcracy which must

-~ accrue from  Japanese intervenfion in

‘Siberia,

whom the Allies,. without even a pre-

tence of parliamentbary discussion, have®

sntrusted the task of making the world

' unsafe for Bolshevism.

East is East and West is West,
The bard of Jingoism will have to re-

vige. the verse in which he assured us

that *‘ never the .twain shall meet,” for
when it Gomies to -the destruction of

liberty, the wviolation of promises, and

the protection of capital, ¥ast and West

ERNA

“Trotsky, interfiationial affairs have "been |-

The Russiaus, it appears, are
pining 16 be.delivered from freedom by .
the trusty champions of democracy to

"

display the pame- wonderful gualifica-

tlonsy -

Straws in the wind. o

That the wwind of reaction is blowing

“with the force of a gale is evident from

the tliousand.and one straws which in-
dicate the direction of the current. While
Germany is doing hér best for the land-

ownerg of the Russian. borderlands, and |

i3 supplying 4roops to crush'revolution in

Finland, the ‘applause of “the Alliey st -
every knock-out blow is varied only by
helpless wails at the prospects of a(g[xéll

lie
Germany have been helped by the Allies’

man hegemony of Central Burope.

~ devotion to- capitalism as much as by

- that the Germanisation of Middle Furope |

their own cult of militarism,” and even
the Minimalist Russians now understand

1s more aceeptable to the virtuosi of free~

dom than the rise of SBocial Democracy.

- What the Allies would like, of course, is

to make the world safe for commercial-

ism by the eliminaftion of their rivals and.

by. the destruction

- Bocialism, Butb if, as seems necessary,

thiy ideal combination is out of the ques-
tion, then by all means let atbention be
concentrated on the greater evil. It im

; from their experiences of the last
three years. So now the British Am-

bassador at Petersburg discovers what a
- <harming fellow Nicholas was, and

devoted ta the bond-holding 'gladiators

of International

easier to destroy Bolshevism than Prus.
Slanism, think the master minds, judg-
ing

how

| elvilisation?

- of Freedom for wmall natiors. The ex-

Czar was too good a colleaguie of the

‘Lloyd George-Clemencea u-Norbhicliffe de=

‘mocrats, and they miss him sadly,
especially -since the leans to Russia were

‘repudiated. Possibly the Japanese are

to rescue this distinguished monarch, so

{ that he may be present at the, final es-
tablishment of the promised millennium.

In the meantime, why mot canonise dear
Tather Rasputin, the spiritual adviser of
the Romenoffs, in their .life~-work for
No 'doubt Dora will lend
her aid in suppressing the awkward testi-
mony of the various bhoolks recently pub-
lished on the subjéct of the Romanoff-

' Raspdtin regime, now recommended by

the British Ambasgador, whose word is

~beyond suspicion,

. The Censorship in. France;
The capitalist newspapers - of Paris

‘have been filled with diatribés against.

the French Minority Socialists ever since
the Inter-Allied Conference in London.

- The movement towards the Left, which

we mentioned here a couple of weeks ago,

1 s so accentuated that the kept press is |
alarmed.. )

Y It is impossible to give any
details of the cause of this campaign of

- musrepresentation, owing to the.opera-~ |

tions of the French Censor. In 2l con-
‘science the Allied Labour War Memoran-
dum was feeble enough, but apparently

| .the mere expression of a.desire to nego |.
- tiate, and the proposal of an Inter-

national Labour Conference, nhave been
too much for the financial Sharks of the
French Press, who aré terrorised at the

{ thought of the money invesbed in Russia -
“for the War of Revenge. The mention

of a  7roferendum for Alsace-Lorraine

~ drives them to,paroxysms of indignation, [,
and they sigh for the restoration of the -
Crar. Japan may have anything she-

covets, provided -only that the mvest:

ments are saved, and the. Hun annihi-

lated. In this shriek the capibalists are
joined by Herve, Thomas, and the rest
of the tame Socialists, How deep is the
-split between’ these forces and real de-
mocracy in Francé can be judged, not
as has been staled, from the published
utterances of the Left, but by the sup-
‘pressions. of' all such -opinion. The

‘weekly page in ¢ La Verite 7’ devoted to
, matters consisted . recently of
Uensor’s blanks, with only an occasional |

‘IA&II)GUI'

mutilated paragraply in. type. The cari-
oature was a blank and the articls on
the front page, by Merrheim, dealing
with the Inter-Allied Conference, had
half its title cub out. The Trade Union
notes were all fragmentary, and many
reports of resolutions were entirely sup-

pressed.  An article complaining of the |

political use of the Censorship threw a
light on the condition of that particular

isgue.  Bub almost every issue has been

oub up in this fashion during the past
few months, and while it is unsatisfac-
tory to be deprived of news whose signi-
ficance is obvious, the conclusions , to
which the French Censorshin must drive

4
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» %‘e hiypoerisy of concealment.
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GAPITALISM AND THE

‘you are docile,

83 o

4,

_"us»\ need ,ir;dﬁ be laboured. ‘We can ab
least admire the honesty of those white

—oolumng and blank spaces, where “sups

ression of speech is mot aggravated by
[ ]
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PAMPHLETS RECEIVED,

" GUIDE TO BOOKS FOR SOCIAL

STUDENTS AND WORKERS. By
Alfred Rahilly, M.A., B.8c. Educa~ .
tional Book Lompany of Ireland,
Lid., Dublin. 3d. paper; by post 4d.

An invaluable guide to the literature
of social conditions, history and econo-r

. ng.iCSp ! 5.j

MILITARISM AND -~ ANTI-MILITAR-
ISM. By Dr. Xarl Liebkrechtj
translated by A. Sirnis. 3. L. P,
- Glasgow. 1s. paper; by post, 1s. 3d.

! States the Social Democratic reasons

for opposing Militarism. .

THE STATE: Its Origin and Funetion.

- . By William: Paul.  S8.5L.P. Glas-

v ogow. 1s, 3d. paper; by post, Is. 6d. -
A sutvey-of the development of the .

‘Rtate as the executive. organ of the

classes, possedsing ecoromiic power.
SCIENTIFIC SOCTALISM. ~ By William
8.1.P., Glasgow. “2d, paper;
by post, 2xd. B
‘Clear and pointed. o
WAR. By J,
T. Walton Newbould, M.A_;(Man.); -
with two maps. National Labour
Press, Itd., Manchester. 48 pp. 6d.
~ paper; by post 7d. :
. -Convincingly -proves that the Great
Powers have definite economic objectives
to gain in the great war.

| FUNGER. By James Esse. The Candle

Press, Dublin,
s, 1d. | |
Should be recited in ¢ choirs and places
where they sing,” taught in schools
and read by évery worker. o
SOUL, AND CLAY and PASSION
. RPLOWERS. By Maeve Cavanagh.

- 1si paper; by post, 1s. 4d. :

Paper, 1s.; by post,

On. sale at most Irish-Jreland ghops,

Sincere verse,
Celtic design. | ‘ |
Most of the above books will be given
fullet notices in future issues. Readers
of “Irish Opinion”’ can obtain copies
from the publishers wmentioned, fromn
Christie’s, Arran Quay, or from this

office on receipb of price and pogtage.

in artistic wrapper with

——

REYOLU-
'zm

POINTEHRS FROM “ THE
A \ . TION.” | 4
- Patriot 1s the eguivalent of
modern Tabour Takir, | ,
“Rent js Robbery, Profit is Plunder, and
interest is a companion burgiar, °
Leisure is not for siaves. < |
Your Master is interested I you witan
- Kings, Quesens, Lords, Dukes ave do~
corations of the Clags State. . ,
*fhe Bich live in Mansions, afd the

Workers in Kennels,

¥
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~ LABOUR IN IRELAND. |

Karl Marx, o
. The centenary of whosze birth will be

velebrated this year by the Bocialist .

Parv of Ireland on the 5th of May, died

£ 24

on March 14th, 1823, The great ¢cono-

.anist, the organiser of the International,
- wwed *much to the Cork man, Willlam

Thompson, - whose labours would indeed
have been forgotten but for Marx.

Cathal O’'8hannon, | |
Was welcomed at the Trades Hall on
Sunday last by a crowded meebing, which
welcomed his calm exposition of the rela-
~ %ion of Ireland to wue Internstional work-
 ing cldss movement. Numerous questions
were  ably answered.

nolly’s Call of Hrin, and Bir. J. J.
Hughes closed the proceedings with a
rendering of Connolly’s Watchword of
Labour, to Mr. Hughes’ own spirited air.

Future Meetings, . | -
| Next Sunday, 17th inst., Mr. P.
will speak on Industrial Unionism. DMr

form on the following week.

Sovialist Sunday Schools,

‘We direct our Dublin comrades’ abien- |

fion to the letter by Thomas A, Logan

“in the ¢ Young Rebel” for March. If
there are 500 readers of the * Young
Pebel ?’ in Dublin, it should be easy {o
start @ Sunday school. -

-

‘guman na mBan,

is to be cpngratulated on the successs of

the concert-lecture in the Mansion House

~ last Priday.

The Commune, ' '

) The Commune of Paris, darch 17th, |
1870, was the first attempt of the modern

working class to seize the powers of the
Htate. The Red Flag was hoisted on the
- Hotel de Ville on March 17th, agd for

“two months the workers of Paris held -

-the city against-the secum of the prisons
- hastily released and organised by the
Bourgeois Republic to down the rehels.
The German army
¥rance gave aid to the Republic against
the insurgent workers. When Paris {ell
{the General, Gallifet, massacred in’cold

blood 85,000 rebels, and in all 110,000 |

fmen, women and children were butchered

by. the soldiers of the French Republie,
with the vociferous approval of the
. capitalist press in'all countries.
the depths of sorrow and misery comes
vhe impulse to struggle. Retalling the
sacrifices of the ¥rench workers, the
more recent memories of our own Com-
mune and the triumph of our Ru sglan

comrades, let the Ndtional Feast this

year bring renewed effort to re-create
an Irish communal sccicty. | \

B

Fling out the Flag,

The 8.7.1. has jusi ordered, for ;M:Ljv-

Day use, - a scarlet poplin banner with

. w. portruit of James Connolly, -from
Beanrs, Murray, Kelly and Kain, ¥
e R e

_the_provinces from--May to Depte
_u large number of branches could be
| propagands
undertaken. - At present there is a brigk -
demand for literature, but the parly can-

. Mr. M‘Donough
rfae-»-@eueclw”bhe meeting by singing Con-

Coates, in fulfilment of a promise made,

Sean O Csthassigh will take the plat-

i Linen Trade Grisis,.

- tion of Textile Trade Unions.

of occupation in

Qut of .

The Summer's Work.

| "The Socialist Party intends to rise o |

the opportunities now open to it in Ire-
land during the summer, If one or two
organisers - could ‘be appointed 1o tour

¢pened and 4 vigorous

not tie up its slender capital in printed

matter. 1f money were forthcoming from”
the mapy Hocialist sympathisers scat-

tered throughout-the country, the new
pamphlets could be printed and the or-
ganisers appointed. As ‘ Satire ”’ says,

% Man wants but little here, Bolo, but

wants that little quick.””. Subs. to isecre-
tary, Room 8, Liberty Hall,. Dublin,

r

BELFAST,

Wood Worksrs Strike, . |
.. After three weeks’ @im;;ifage for an ad-
vance of 4s. 6d. per week,

workers from the. shipyards returned t6

work on Monday on the promise of the
Committee on Production io - reconsider
theiyr decision. - : S

Fridn et b St o

An -important meeting was held last

" week of linen workers of all sections. to

demand that during the period of short

time full wagcs shall be paid! - The dé-

mand is that either the Uovernment or
the employers shall recogniss their re-
sponsibiiities and guarantee a living wage

for all linen workers who hold themselves

at the disposal of the- industry. for the

production of linen cloth. {Subsidies are .
~ being paid by the Government in the cot-

ton trade in simiilar circumstances,.  a

definite wage being -guaranteed - for the?

.one idle weel in four or five necessitated
by the shortage of cottom, o
It is a pleasure to read- that tlie pre-
sent demand 1s beidg mude by & Federa-
We hope
this combined action will continue and
that before long we shall hear of one
union for Irish textile:workers. No other

" industry. is more suited for the single
unicn than the Irish linew industry, dnd
. none should boe easier to orgauise, ‘

LABODUR AMND ERUCATION,

Can any good for Labour come ocut of
the universities? _
dealt with by Mr. McTavish, General
Secretary of the Workers’ Educational
Assodiation on Saturday night at the
Trades Hall, Capel Btreet, Dublin.  The
meeting is being arranged by the Belfast
W.E.A., to give Mr. McTavish an oppor-
tunity of explaining to the workers of
Dublin what is being done by the asso-
ciation in England for working class
education. ' - o '

To prevent misundérstanding, we are
advised that these Irish organisations are
quite autonchmous and freo to- develop
their own.policy. = T

We hope all men and women interested

in this subject will attend at eight o’ clock

= Saturday.
. S - - e t“ (. ’ *
¥

mber,

. 3,000 wood-

~ be paid weekly.

This. question will be.

. SHOP ASSISTANTS  .WAGES,

" STRIKE ENDED. -~ -
There hias Just ‘closed*down to the gabis.
faction of the woikers concerned, Derry's
first drapery strike .in the establishment -

1 of Messrs, J. J. Pollock & Co. -

In January last Messrs. Polleek’s re-
- fusal to grant the union’s minimuwm wage
resulted in a strike that. lasted only ons
day as the workers resumed-their duties
pending negotidtions~as to-berms. .
Thes.,. negotiations,  liowever, - brcke
down owing to . a fgilure to obtain as. -
-agreement with regard to junior labour
‘Pollock’s assistants knew that the wages
of ‘the lowest paid members of the staff
affect the earnings of the others, and
although satisfactory terms might haye
been arranged for the seniors, they deter- -
mined to secure their - own. position’
against under-cutting by junior labour at
sweated rates of .pay... = . o
- Pollocks, although o-sirong firm finau-.
cially, 'had beenin“the habibt of getiing
a month’s credit for the labodr power they
houight, -In other words they. paid their
_hands monthly.: The assistants demanded
"weekly pay, thinking -seven’ days long
enough to stand out of theirmoney. -
_ Twenty-one counter hands; from-de
partient mranagers to apprentices, struck
‘work and remained - gclidly- together
throughout., Pollock brought .his work-
room staff ifto the shop; but Mr. Owens,
tife Shop - Assistanits’ organiser,. brought
them into the street. The vanmen joinéd
the other . worker=, . ... . . = .~
“ Pollock, nmeantime, received atiention
from the young factory »-workers, who
came to see him' safely rhiome from..busi-
tiess.in the evenings.  The locdl press says-
they shouted objectionable remarks, and
no doubt Mr, Pollock’s feelings suffered,
« Finally, through- the intervention: of
Couneillor. Logue, the Chaltman of ths
Derry Trades Council, and Mr.)T. Casgidy,
the - Typographical organiser,” a . meéting
was arranget betwesn Mr. Pollock. and
Mr. Owens, which resulted in ah agres-
ment, . -, O T
- Advances rangihg from 3s. 6d. to:10s.
a2, week and averaging 25 per. cent.’ in-

- crease, ‘have been ! secured, and. the
Union’s minimum .wage . gcale will, apply

to Pollock’s house in futare.. Wages will .

. As mentioned.in a previcus,report, the
generosity of the local ‘mewmbers’ of the
TUnion enabled all the.strikers to receiye
in strike pay the full .amount’ of "their
ordinary.wages.. “At one meeting of. the
" Union . £6 was, - collected in voluuntaly

. subiscriptions to" the sirike fund. ="

That is the spirit that wingand holds.
Derry ‘Bhop Assistants, we. sslute. youl®
There should be no more strikes iu Derry-
if your,_ fellow workers orgarnise @B .you
) 2 ‘ ' Y b TR PR
have done and fight when forced to do:so

the ?Prentice Boys.®

n the unity of

-

!

ta
L}

Chantex! . ~ =~ '~ ® .. oo
. “Fergus O’Connor has published . a foyr-
page penny song-sheet, ‘‘Songs ‘of “the

Wren,”’ by Sean O’Cathasaigh, Humor-

- ous aud’ sentimental ‘is “the description.

i and they make excellent chorus songs. |

- . N2
2
Y .
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| l e. -Bw d n f »s/ i | I “house jobber,” whose only concern'is 1

| , 1190y _ - o 1 jobber,” whose only concern'is to

PR | he ur en - 0 ' Yy ar - axes. extiract the best return for his investmens
| ST e e e e TN o ' by letting out the rooms in tefements’
n : s -1 One is justified in. reiterating that the
quotation is interesting as & sample of

.
l

> [ THE 'CO-OPERATIVE REMEDY.

- ¢ Camous-

. fn- the ¢ Irish “Homestead >’ for 9th’
inst., we find:thé following article, which

we.commend to our-readery’ attention:—

¢ The cast. of living -has iAc¢reased ' sa
~ much,.and with it the profiteers’ percent-
age, that living has becoiz prospectively
- very. dificult. It may - be possi e now,

. ust appreciate in importance and value

t0 the commurity., We pérsonally in the
crash and downfall of empires would pre-
fer to have our. wealth, in the form of

- oats, wheat, pigs, cows or poultry than in
: The actual products
of the farm will always have a value, and’

the form of paper.

Dublin Corporation Housing - ¢ 4
flage,”” because on - reading = Report
107/1905 of the Dublin Corporation,” ve
find the . following - statement -of the
manner in which the: reprehensible
“‘ house jobher? is dealt with hy the
Dublin Corporation. This report says:—
- “The Corporation has also proceeded

it increases in time of trouble. .The paper -

when war_ prices for what we have to sell .
money may quite conceiyably come. to be

Tt a5 an offset to the high prices fixed “on the basis that utter confiscation of

" for all reqiirements. But in two or three
- }’éﬂrs - azftﬁr )Che .WE'JI' 11}1'8 Surpl'u!ﬂ tOf tehe

world!s agriculitiré will again invade our:
silarkebs. and . prices of agriculfural pro-

duce will fall, . not, it ig true, “to their old
lavel, but taxation ‘will mot fall, but get
greater, and. heavier to’ bear.’ The taxes
to a'large- extent:are paid-out.of war
profits and: war contracts at present, and
these are fingnced hy' State loans. The
jnterest on -these will ‘have to be pald
- s1ud the ipdebtedness monnts up.daily by
about- siz and a-half million pounds, bub
s affer:the war the taxes will' be raised on

the profits.of the normal industry of .the-

country,. .and the nmormal industries are
dislocated and it will be years before the

. demobilised soldiers and munition workers

 getaback: to- industrial. employment, and
many. people. doubt whether . ipdusiry ia
these islands will, ever reach its old:pre-
eminence, So we are facéd with tlie pro-
spect of taxation. which. will get-much
harder’and. not anuoh easier to bgar; and
this .forces on us insIreland ‘the necessity
of, economising’ in our national -housekeep-

 ing, and,the first thing.that would oceur-
. tolian;intelligent péople” would be . to
. - -gfonomise in their purchases and to take
advantage of ‘any. saving .which" cguld “be”

effected: by co-operative .purchase of the

raw materialg - of..industry, groceries, |

clothing; oil,. machinery, and: the.neces-
' sak’ies’of.;life. - That change can only he

‘brought :about by-the energetic action of
- the lrish democracy and.by its support of
sn. orgagising :body« giving. it adequate
funds and enabling.it to set aboui this
work unhampered by any restrictions ‘or
conditions’ other thén , those imposed by
the.peoplewho contribute: the money.”

ThGQiiﬁgﬁ. .

Mr. Russell thus continues :—°* Ireland
48, &t _present filled ‘with a great 'deal of
paper-money. ‘Our fat jcattle, our pigs,

our bagon,” our oats, our petatoes, all real
wealth, have ‘heen. exchanged - for. paper

" mgney, which"is  getting lodged in’ the
hanks, and the bank deposits’ show large

inoreases, “and peodple say how ‘wealthy

Ireland ‘is,. how it is ~benefiting by - the
war.. The truth is that’ every- hundred
pounds in“a bank is equivalent in actual
buying power .to abbut fifty pounds before

the war, and on’ the whole the increased

deposits in our banks represent less real

1

‘wealth than. the deposits before the war. .

Paper money.is going down in value every
daw, and real wéalth, food for exampleNis
going. up in ‘value. Our adviee to Irish
farmers is- to invest their-money in the
dévelopment of their farms, in liye stock,
crops, or in co-operative enterpriges ‘re-
iating to agricnlture, sl businesses which

B

aud ownershi

so little regarded that & man may hight

his pipe with a Treasury note.. We be-
lieve .1n Russia  paper raoney has come
very mnear ibs“intrinsic value as :paper
apart from moeney., It is likely that our
rulers will try to save the civilizations
they represent before things get as bad
as 1 Russia;but they,._ﬁt‘:’t% not be ahle

to .prevent the, depreciation. of paper

money and the consequent appreciation in
corhparison of real wealth, Ior all these
TEASONS Wwe urge upon our readers that
it will be better for them, hetter for Ire-

“land, if ~they transfer their paper money

into real wealth or into good agricultural

securities so far as possible.. There are
many co-operative enterprises which are
~ perfectly safe investments, and between a

madn’s land-and his stock his co-operative

society apd his trade federations, he has
arks regdy built which will withstand the

e

deluge. : We expect some will read this

remmember it later on dand be sorry
"We

and rememb: ter on.and
théy did not act on our advick,

repeat the Deluge is doming, and’ the

sooner men begin to think about saving
their helgngings in some ark the better.”

~

. - ¢
e
PR

 DUBLIN HOUSING.,

L Muoh ‘bias - been’ written "and vstate.d .

regarding the. tenement conditions in the
City of Dublin, and the'Corporation hag
from time to - time been - assailed and
acoused as the hody.solely responsible for
the creation ¢f ‘the existing conditions.”

‘Dublin Corporation Housing Commities . |.

Report, No. 13,. 1918." | o |
The above guotation from ' the . North

side-survey report of the Dublin Corpora-
. tion-Housing Committee,.is an interesting

opening -to a .{Jaara,gmph which then pro-
ceeds to assail in a. rather intemperate

~way_ all critics of corporation adminis-
" tration, and ends by stating that ¢ .the

suggestions made in, most cases display a
complete lack of familiarity with the facts
and difficulties of the situation and show

the authors -as-ignorant-of the ‘essential -

principles - of this = extremely complex
problem.’’ S

Y,

* The com:

B

of the Housing Acts.

Now it is a specially in‘céré:sting qttiotam ,

tion because further om in the next para~
graph . this report states:—*‘ The large
old  mansions and. residential quarters
built by the mobility and gentry about
the earlier periods = gradually - drifted

from’ their &ivate residential character
p into the hands of the l

¥

- once again got the u

- .to go to.

1 LE

_ with.

lexity of the problem consists-

principally in the fact that the Corpora=- |
tion prefer sium purchase to’ providing
-cottagee and alletments under Part Iil,

property is too drastic a remédy. even in.

the. case of property owners who do not

heep their property in a sanitary condi~

tion.’* , : A
On the 10th July, 1905, it was ordéred

hy the Mumicipal Council in clear and -

[dnmistakable terms that this polioy of én-
¢ house - -

couragement and reward for the
jobber 7’ should -be radically changed for
one of rigid enforcement of the punitive
sections of the Health, Housing and Im~
‘provement Acts against defaulters; this
was just & few years after the ¢ Towns-
end Street disaster.” It would seemi,
however, that * vested interests’. have
ier hand for we
have since had the ¢ Church ‘Street dis-
aster.”’ And to-day a corporation which
has gquite sufficient powers, if *‘relet-
lessly wutilised  in a proper manner,
altogether to abolish shim conditions an

slum landlordism, principelly-at the ex-

pense -of ‘such landlerds, is buying out

these same landlords at a rate of about
£4,074 per acrs, and evicting the unfor~
tunate people before-they have new homes
Finsbance Boyne Street, Crabbe
Lane, and Spitalfields areas; moreover,
glum  purchase is advocated in the pre-
sent report. | o o
It wounld be well that the workers of
Dublin would ¢ sift the subject in all its
hearings,” and as‘a preliminary insisb

| that as = minimum 14,000 cottages and

allotments be provided on ‘‘virgin sites'”
before any more slum areas are deals

. J. VINCENT BRADY.

—

- ' Have you yet tried the =
NATIONAL LAUNDRY CO.?
1f not, yon will be well; advised.to do ser
‘Postege Paid one way on Conntry Parcels.

 NATIONAL - LAUNDRY -CO.,

60 South William Street, DUBLIN,

A

‘Specialism. in Linem Washing

| Send your Linen to the -« -
Gourt Laundry,
HARCOURT ST., DUBLIN.
We have speeialised in fine quality Launder~

ing Work and hold Silver Medal anrd
Diploma. . - Pioneers of Profil Sharing im

Ireland, We are users of Irish Materials;

NSRS IRN

Wextord Aganagemmss Lewls; Selskar B '
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The Capitalist Conspiracy. |

The eatpiﬁalist Press of the world shrieks with, joy

Just now. It hag been snnéunced that Japan has un-

dertaken the invasion of the territory of the Russian’
- Republic, so the hearts of aristocrats; bourgeoisie and
. bondholders everywhere throb with excited joy. - Japan

" is. sefbing out onmly, we are assured, to preserve. the

.peace of the Far Hast, but we may be permitted to

~think, even D.O.R.A. has not yet discovered any way

to prevent that, that a Power that has done mbre to
npset the peace of the Far East during the past three
‘vears than all Hurope during the preceding decade is
not quite so alftruistic as the. Press and the talkers

would have us believe. During the past three years

Japan has had practically a free hand in China and
has become s strong there that even the United States

‘has been forcéd 'to recognise that strength. Japan is

one . of the most ambitipus nations of the world: and
~ she is at the moment also one of the wealthiess. In

+1914 Japan was rapidly approaching financial and eco-
nomic disaster. She was very heavily in debt and her
people groaned under the weight of the taxation im-
posed upon them. Puring the war Japanese industry
Lias had a boom, very largely at the expense of Russia,
for which a very large munitions trade was under-

taken. But Japan did not confine its attention to

the output of war munitions, trade has been taken
from America and Hngland in-manufactured

of India is noéw dominantly Japanese. The outbreak
of war found Japan a debtor nation but now Japan is
- a creditor to nearly all the nations of Furope. - Japan
‘has now a finger in all the diplomatic pies, no nation
can now afford to ignore the fact of its indebtedness to
Japan. And Japan, like her great predecessors, has

taken advantage of this indebtedness to force her will -

upon her debtors. This is the good old game;:it is
- merely played by a new player.. So Japan goes into
Siberia to preserve the peace of the Far Fast and to

keep the Germans from overrunning Russia. It is, of .

eourse, of no significance to the kept seribes of the
cdpitalist Press that the Germans are thousands of
- miles away from Siberia and are never likely to get

there or even-to have any great desire to get there,

’ ' _ gcibds |
- ranging from paper .to glass. The trade of China and

IRISH OPINION.
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. The fact is that the Japanese sre afraid for the debt

due by the late Russian Government. * A peéace with.

Germany would not affect the Japanese very much,

perturb the capitalists of other countries. The Bri-

" tish Government has undertaken to-pay the interest
acoruing upon that part-of the Russian debt held by

British investors. The full interest is not being paid, but
instead of being truly thankful for the half loaf, which

'is sald to be better than no bread, British: investors
‘protested vigorously. They wanted all dnd.evidently
" they are very determined to bave all as there can be

no doubt whatever that the decision to invade Russian

territory with Japanese troops is not theé unaided deci-
sion of Japan. We may be certain that Japan has

been prompted in this important matter by France,

England, Italy, and America. -The Czar's Govern-

ment.owed to Francé enormous sumsg; sums loaned by

- the Republic whose motto is ** Liberty, Equality, Fra-
ternivy,” to a Government to which the very words of
that motto meant sedition.
Czar was possible for many years simply because the -
A : procurable from France. -
It is surely ironic that the country which taught Eu--
rope the principles of democratic government should
Yet o it was. ©
And Fingland did the same despite the protestatious

The Government of the

money required to run-it was

have kept,up the tyranny of "the Czar.

(2]

of demecracy from that country. People who have

meney will invest it where the interest is highest no,

matter ‘what corruption may be covered by the inte-

- resh paid and no matter ‘what torture and degradstion
‘Capital-

the payment of that interest may entail. _
ism i8 no more scrupulous of its methods than was the
Czar’s Government.

sérvation; its last thought is that of revenge. ‘The

 action of Japan in invading Russian territory may be
traced te’the instinet of capital to preserve its rights .

and “to take revenge upon any who threaten its pre-
serves. ' The Bolsheviki have done both. They are

Canti-capitalists and they have been courageous enough
and logical enough to put their theories'into practice.
Because they have had this courage they have brought

upon themselves the hatred of capitalism the world

over and the kept Press of capitalism consequently

applauds the action of J apan.,

The ideas of the Bolsheviki ave &ang‘ermis. " They
-threaten the privileges of capitalism throughout = #he

world.  They may very essily percolate through. he
world and the workers of other countries may ab lesst

~ attempt to emulate the triumph of the Russian pea-

sants and the _Russian workmen. This mush be

| guarded against ab all costs, think the capitaligty, and

so they organise the attack upen the Russian Republic.

Tt is safe to say that world capitalism would prefer the .

victory of the Grerman junkers to the.victory of the
Bussian. Bolgheviki. Over one hundred “years ago

Hrance found herself in g somewhat similar position. =~
- Then France threatened °° the peace and security of
- the world,”” and France had to be beaten, so.the Powers

combined to heat France. The Powers sre not the
peoples. T}le Powers are s combination of the interests
of the capitelists and the ignorance of .the peoples.

Its firet thought ig of -self-pre--

- but a repudiation of the Russian debt is of very great |
- importance indeed to the newly enriched capitalists of
- Japsn. Such a,repudiation would #lso very seriously
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The ignorance of the peoples was successfully played.
ghout the downfall of the French Revo-
same game is being attempted mow and -
it seems &8 it the intervention of onie hundred years
:  The workers of Japan,
& the workers of Germany, are being used to  Kerensky fell. Capitalism must be preserved ab all .
- -costs, and as only the lives of workers may be sacrificed
in its preservation no severe strain is imposed upon the
conscience of the capitalists, and they. say and goms
believe that the preservation E)f'ca.pitalism is the highs

upon to bring
Jution.

has msgde no real difference.
just

bring aboutb the defeat of the Russian Revolutien and
Russian Republic, and the workers .of other
 countries applaud just as they applauded the victory of
QOur daily newspapers
as they do, misrepresent the national opinion.

of the

the aristocracy ab Waterloo.
may,

e |

@

?

5
worammasdey " - s e

Turid  tales 'aré being- circulated, have been
circulated for months, about the dlleged excesses of -
the Bolsheviki.  That was merely a preparation of the’

ground, the preliminary camouflage, for the-grand. at- '
tack that has. been in contemplation ab least since

est form of patriotism. .

- Notes .and

" Peath of Mr. Jd. E, Redmorid-. -

~ The death of the Chairman of the Irish:

Parliamentary Party was about the last
" event we expected to hear. But it bas
come, and we offer our sympathy to his
family. His death at this time may be

followed hy comsequences which we ab -

-present cannot foresee, but at least what
is possible at the moment is a very serious
tgplit’’ in the ranks. of the Party itself.
For some time past many members have
 not -been in agreement with the Party
_ policy, and it would not surprise us. it
the loss of 1ts (%

in agreement with either the words or
actions of the dead “leader. - He  was
alwaya too mild, 4co kind, too much of

the gentleman in politits to meet with our

approval in ‘conducting Ireland’s fight
- againsg England. There was little of the
spirit ‘of Parpell in John Redmond. e
~ had none of Parnell’s bitterness, none of
Parnell’s. hatred for England, and con-

. sequéntly he leaves behind him at West--

mingter none of those bitter . memories

that Parnell left as a legacy to the mem-

bers of that institution. John Redmond
was in fundamentals a Conservative, in

©+  our opinion a Conservative of the most
conservative kind. . In any Irishh Parlia- -

ment he would certainly have been the

~ leader of a “standpat’’ bloc; in Fnglish
* politics, had he not been bound by the |
Party pledge, he might have been a mem-
ber of the small group of reforming Tories |
who ‘believe in a paternal government.

““ Do things for the people, lest they do
things for themselves,’t might fit their

policy, and we believe that at bottom the

~sotial policy of the late leader was the

same., He was an Imperialist who evi-
- dently sincerely believed in the efficacy of
the British Empire. It is not only since
1914 that Mr. Redmond has been an
Imperialist, all his life he had been one,
add if fault is to be found with him,

fault must also be found with the bulk of |

our people who accepted his policy. It is

‘true, however, that the outbreak of war |
rovoked a reactivn against Mr.

in 1914
Redmond’s policy in Ireland. The leader
" had misjudged England, but he also very
seriously misjudged his own country. He
offered paace to England, but England
was nob prepared to stand by is part of
the peace bargain. Redmond might hava
won had England not thrown him oyer.

. ~

- Comments.

' He staked everything on the chance of

“who had no faith
‘statesmen. ' 1
cere man, who tried to do good for his.

‘Chairman were .to lead to "
~ - the break-up of the Party., Ior our own
part, we have very rarely found ouvselves

The Clerks’ Viotery., L

v

Home Rule thenm, and he lost. TIreland
was to give all and to geb nothing in re-
turn. Mr. Redmond may have had greab
faith, but he had to deal with:a people

‘with long memories of British treacheries,
in the words of British -

We have lost-a kindly, sin-

country and to serve his fellow country-
men,

The joint action of the Bakers, Trans-
port Workers and Clerks has again been
very effective. The directors
bakery and mills adopted a -position

which might easily produce very diffieult |

circumstances for the city generally.
Such an attitude on the part of those

| who control factories should be very
‘severely dealt with by the general public.

One would imagine from the sattitude of
these gentlemen that they were the be-
ginning and the end of all things. The
faot is the reverse. Messrs. Boland do
not mill flour only for the directors of the

firm, not even only for the exclusive use |
. of the shareholders.

Bread is not baked
by Messrs, Boland exclusively for con-
sumption by directors or shareholders of
that institution,
mill flour and to*bake bread for the use
of the people of the City of Dublin and
surrounding districts. A profit has to be
made out of the process, and in fact two
profits are-made ; one out of the men who

convert wheat into flour and flour into

hread and another out of the people of
Dublin, who consume the flour and bread

| manutactured by Messrs, Boland. In the-

last resort the -people who consume the
produee are responsible for the conditipns
under which foods are produced. If the
people make up their minds that only
coods produced under the best conditions
and by firms paying the best wages should
be consumed by them,
would. be the rule rather than the. excep-
tion.
to do his part as a copsumer in forcing
the* hands of directors like those of
Bolands Litd.. The producers amd the
transporters have done their part, or
seme of it, anyway. The consumer
whom the whole system iis carried ou,

4

More than that one cannot do. We
“are sorfy for Mr, Redmond’s death, and
 sorry for the reasons of his failure.

of Boland’s-

The time is ripe for the consumer

for

They employ men to

such conditions

| ultimately has dome very little except to

 tools on, the same terms throu

express by unamimous resohitions, passed
with enthusiasm invariably, his determi
ation to do something sometime. Yet -
Bolands are dependent upon such people,.
and the directors of that firm can, so far
as the comsumer is concerned, take up an
attitude of mctive opposition to trade
umion demands. Had it nop-been for the

* exoellence of the organisation in this
| strike, the objective could never have been,

gainec){. Yet very small’ pressure by tha
consumers, if or,gani-secfr would very
.materjally aid in any future action thet
may be necessary. To trade unionists:
particularly, we would commend organi-
sation as consumers as well as organi-
sation as workers. The workers in other
Jands have 'found such organisation of

- very great assistance to them in. pressing

home their trade union demands. Mean-
while, we hope the I.C.W. Union will be
heartened by this victory and press on {8
others nob less necessary, . |

At

How We'll Pay,

An ingenious correspondent dells us
‘that as a result of the Business Men’s
‘War Bond Week in England the taxation
of Ireland will be ]axgegly’ increased. As
we have tested his professedly wvough’
figures, we find he has understated the
amount of extra burdens Ireland will bear
as a consequence of the Emglish business
man’'s patriotism at 5% percent. Londom
subscribed £70,000,000. Treland’s annual
share of .he -interest will he over
£390,000. Tiverpool lent £12,000,000 to
sase the Government’s worries, dnd every
year Ireland will contribute bo fLiverpaoI” 5
future prosperity over #£55,000. Big
prices to pay every year for ome week’s
loyal demonstrations by England’s prge

/ fiteers, Who said, cut the paintery

Naas, . .
The Naas Plotholders’ Assgciation hay
secured offers of land for ¥ plotting >
from several local landholders, and has
arranged (1) to take the rent of the plots
from applicants in weekly or monthly
contributions spread over the year; (2)
‘to supply seeds, artificial :f:“n:amm;megfl:“il Héﬁd
a
Trban Gouncil or through any trader im
the town ; and (3) to advance the 5s. de~
‘posit to . those who cannob spare that,
amounh ab time of application for ploty
The local clergy and members of the
T.D.C, are co-eperating,
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HOW ULSTER FARMERS FEED THEIR
SERVING BOYS. .

’I‘he chdernoted scale of dietary ‘eells iis
mwn story: The Agricultural Wagés Board

allews 126 a week for board. The farmer

- gaanages to “skin” 7/ & week gmﬂf by i’aed
' g&: “his men 3s shm‘m. _ -
Iraakfast, 7 welook am. .

Pleco of wheaten bread and, ‘buttar«--or, if
2o huth ep—~fien. cuppnd in pzm drn;pmg or
tard,

. Mug of tea ...
Dinmr, 12 t*clock mnd.d'zy' o

Potatoes holled, raw ezg; slt—“S8umimer.”
l‘o a.m% boiled, small slioe oi’ bacon, cab-
age or mrmp*“Wmter” L Cost sbout &4,
Note—TEgg is broken: on @ plate, nea,t up,
#nd, potatoes ‘dipped in i ' ,
Fsur o'clock p.m,

Ahout 4. o8, breard'm.zd Jam snd avcup 4.5"

mmm d!,'m mimztez to take it -

Cost about Ed -

"mwm oclaok p.m.

?orrxrlge» (“aaﬁme&l”) &ml @ cap of butter. |

wmilk » - Coat about 13d.

“ﬂote—-‘l‘he only ibema in a,bme liﬂ‘b that tite
. faxmer lias to purchue are—

e Cogt ‘}’%d.
. Coat-06ad.

Quarter tes per.month
f{;r,se lb JUgRT per morth

o Total 1a. 2»&_

!s,ll ’che mher items quote& grmm hy. hxm
or “raised” on his-farke—~—

Total value per day | . 3. 9d
- Botad weekly ‘value,’six days 45, 84,
b ‘:Fota;i weemv value, seve:a rlavs SRR

68, 5.

Rameum Dmet Soandal.

Since the béginrving of the war: czvllxan'"

lzbour has been employed at the Remourt
Depots, and up: to. t,hree months ®go the
zaen’ were unorganised. © When. they joined
the Traasport Workers’
intendents gave them friendly advice to
2¥oid the anarchistg of Liberty Hall but the
‘gmen stuok fArm, with: the, result that’ they

have now obtained through the. interven.

tion of the Tanlon an advance of 5s. per week,
making Hs. 6d. in all. inde them repea‘ted
aftempts have heehh mads by the superirten-

dent: %0 terrorise the memn by asking them |

‘to-fll up forme showing .their trade—umon

- . eonnection, amd .in selecting supposed ring-
lexders. for dismissal withont regard fto

lengih of servioce.
yhe Unlon.

The men remain loyal to
The anthorities have warned the

men that umless they are prepared 1o don

- khaki they will: all be. dismiazed.

Up to the present, of 400 men.cnly 26 have
sig'mﬁed their willingness to join the Eng-
Aah ‘army, and these- are old: men who be-
Heéeve they are mnoy At for military service.

- This . little scheme- of enlistment - by helly
if ecarried out, will throw 40 -
more men on Dublin’a streéts to join- the.

ssmeezing

;1,200 dismissed from XKymnoch's despite .ihe

- heroic efforts to mave Kymoch’s by, the old :

Party. The “Freema.n,"‘ aw‘xngely enough
has nothing  these dava 1o say’ &hm:
Kymr'ha, } | .

lmgm Examma.

¢

The Transport Workers' Union h&ﬂ secur@d -

an agreement with a leading farmer in Co.

Dublin, to pay his. farm labourers dwring -

the season of 1918 £1:10s. per week, with £4
harvesd I1MORRY ‘' payable on Oebobw 18%.
Oversime will be pald nt the rm/e of 18. per
‘houz emd’ the korse aitendamt will receive
88, per weok extra. The average wage with

. “all extras 1ucluded wilk equal %s. per week.

This agreement registers high water mark
- od astipuitural lakourss in Irelans, -

f‘mz abou 2d. .

Union the'super-- ‘

‘ Lookmg for Treume. j
At Daunt’s.Squere one of the largest. meet—

strikersa.:

RA Bas. | | |
The funeral of Tom Walsh waa one of the

The Irish Oitizen -
Army, Dublin, of' which he was a membher,

mon Notes

‘I’hm aort of agreement gecures hau‘mony i

- ¢he work aud is bolnd to proﬁ\ote Focd Pro-
duction.-,

a,greemen’r can get it i’or ymz

lagenalstotm.

A meeting of the I’I‘WU will be held

‘here on Suinday, 24th Ma,mh M1, T, Fafren

will speuk

A .
1 : e

K ’31‘:

‘Mr. 'l" Farren addreesed -3 momwr meeb-
ing hers on 'Sunday last in-the Towmn Halx

and. & gre:a.t influx of new recrmts fonowe;& '

&t. nir.amtc.

A new branch was sfa,rt&d in St.-Margarets,
North . County Dublin is- now completely
organised, and the fruits are seen in the

; a,gre;emem paaluhed thin weak

Limerlﬁk. E ~ e, ¢ e

The agrisuliural. Ia.bourers hiere are mov-

ing. into.the 1P.W.U. dn- numberi, and the
1.W.U. orgapisers quartered at Limerick
have had & successful meeting at Nenagh

 Other ineetings have heen arranged at Bruﬂ’
‘Ballybricken and Clarina, from whlch good
- Cathal .O’Skanmn will -

results are expected.
lebiure on-Friday, 15th ipst. in the Theatre

- Royal,~Limerick, on: “Connoﬁm and the Wor~
kers’ Rapub*m i

. NOTES ?Rﬁﬁ CGRK..

Oon. the ng Street Front. . -

. The strike at Dobbin’s continues z’c.s chnted 5
_wa.y, -
. strength,- and on hoth «ides the determmw
tion to ﬂghf, to o finish is as strong as at -
" the - beg'mnmg five
Thréugh’ itd’ ‘secraétary the Employers’ Féde-

Picketa are’. maintained: at  full

or wix vweeks ago.

ration has publiely announced, that it is sup-
porting  8ir - Alfred” Dobbin, * Sir. Alfved’ is
losing . very heavxlv‘ in- the Pala&e’ Theatre,

performances in which are almort com-

‘ pletelv boycotted, " Public opinion- has. been

turned -definitely against those. city shops
thiat stock Dobbin’s goods, and in one par-

ticular instance +he public made a wg'omns

‘,demons’tz ation of itg disapproval of "the ‘ex-
‘Shop- assis.
tants are 103*&117 backing the boyoott. - An-
other big subserintion to the atrike funds |

posure for sale of tainted. goods.

128 heen Tecelvad from the. Hanihowline WOoP-
kers p&r Domhna.ll Barrett.

g

inga held recently. in .Cork.ehowed that the
people of Cork are who]ehearteulv with. the
 The spaa}’era were Megsrs., P
Lynch, Trades Council; John * Good, " Rail-
waymen; and Cathal - O’Sheanon, Transport
and General: Workers.  The Connolly, Mem-
orial-Band headed .2 procession: of stmkera

from . Camden Quay to Daunt’s Sguare. &ir

Alfred ia- well beaten.but:.ie too stubborn
to admit - defedt. The secretary of the, Em-
ployers’ Federation does mnot state that Rir

Alfred’s request for a lockiout of the Trans-
port, workom was turned down by the em-

ployers. "Nor does he state that the Dis-
sharged - Soldiers’: and Sailors” Federation

-indignantly refusedto supply the firm.with

blacklegs, ‘The strikers remain in the best

of bumour. and are- ameymg thelr walla |
‘exrned holtd&v.

. ] +

hiz events of .last ‘week.

gent a beautiful wreath and representatives
to the funefal. : The hoys and girls of the
EQ&A» ﬁmmd RUd  UWe SLToRR commsemg.

Farmers elsewhere, please copy,
- and Labourers: the Union that aecured thia

a;nd the 'Pransport and Genera& Workens
- Union was strongly repregented, Tom Walsh =
was one of the most popular of Cork workers,
and those who: came into- contacb with }.nm
in Cork, Dublin, . Richmond, ‘various

‘centres of detenuion ACTOoss . the water cwill

mourn the loss of & gocd comra,de, E: M-Sk

- Trade-Unionist, ‘&nd. o gra,m; 01&88*&0}18:0!0{13

worker

The - Farmor $ “Boy. -

Td 'the Transpori . Umon t,he ac‘ricnliural
labourers in ‘the Cork ‘arés are -finding. a
Union after their own heart. ’I‘he ory with -
them- is gtill © Send us an organiser.” ' The
branches in-Gronp IL -have: now: laid down
their mimmum emand at 30/-' per week,.
with incréase at harvest, and many labourets
have already Dbeen hxred. at - this fgure.

More -power to these "pioneers,- for -the far.
ug:rs in the .district are ‘making strenuous

ortg_to. organise. themselves for an’ oﬁ’m,

give. azainst thelir labeurers. ~ -
‘Waorkers and- Education, -

At the-lasy mestitig of ‘the Trades Oommﬂ-

: the -delegates of .the primary teachers were

heartily Welcomed :Now * that the teachars.
have afiiliated, it:is "to be hoped that  they

will tske an- active part -in-the Trade Union
and Labour movement. -An ednoationa,l cam-
paign-is .an -urgent. necessity, .and in “this
+direction” the help of “the teachers will "be -
invalusble. T+ wm announded at the Trades,
Counci] meaeting that on Monday  184h 'ﬂﬂt
Mr,  M‘Tavish, Organiser. for the - W:JA
is'  to. give . an -organiging . address i’cﬁ*
the Association’ at - .University’ College. The
nea-convening of-the local. Commitiee at:an
hounr. thai. would: suit- the. worker, members
of the Oommmtee waa .sharply eriticiged,
This wa,nL some exnlanatmn from the cop~
veners of the Committee.” Dr, Burkeis 'Workg
ine: hard o m&-}w& the 1em-ni'e a succesa

S.F.ls e
A Cark' ‘branch of the &P.I’ has hae-x

. founded  and readers  of. ““Irigh" (}mmon”

who are in sympsathy with the Socialiat, and -
internsationalist movement are fsked:to pui

.’s,hpmaﬁveﬂ in touch with the brangch.

~Me., D Houston'is:progressing. i’a,vmirablv.__

i alfhoua‘h gtill confined-to. 'hosmital

The ‘Southern member - of ‘the L.T.W. aml
>U. Executwe reports that the recent meet-
ing. of " the Exeontive was the best in the
histery of the Union. - It ‘.znﬁst hﬁm ‘heen
“ some ” me:etmg! :

TRADES COUNC]L ELEGTION

" 'We congratulate Mr. 1. Foran on. his.
election to the Chair of. Dublin: Trades |
Council, a dignity. which has been: well
éarned by .strenuous and- unselfish effort
during. the, pam fow - wam, . N

bk T

Seotmh Farm s«srvants. Ce :

From the ‘“Herald’s’’ Seout&%h note-q we
take the following :—

. The Scottish Farm. Servams’ Union
has .made - remarkable - progress in. 1917,
enrolling over 8,000 new members in that
period, . and ‘pecuring . a - -cireulation - of
10,000 for the ‘Scottish Farm Sérvanb
-—all - this being voluntary  efiort-on, the
part of members and.officials. They are
nows;out- for an all-round advance- of-10s.
a week, and before long will be ready: to
control aud wor}.. t&m Land foz’ tha good of
the nation.’ 4

This,- Union  was - strong enough
mould the Corn Preduction Bill - favour—
ably - to themselyes——yet not-one.county
in- Scotland sends a: labour - member *to
‘Westmingter. The Farmers’ Union -has
been compelled to recognise  the $.F.8.U.
end hiring fairs are practically abolishied
—~all'by direct action.: And the men and
women of th»e Union support: their oWn

mam;hly aper. Can’t we go 5OmME mMOTH
and - bac m@ oux ﬁ'eakly ¢ {ridh
nggn” g

»
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Irxsh Transport and General Workers Umon
A LIVE ‘UNION FOR LIVE . 'WORKERS,

_ AK IRISH -UNION FOR IRISH, woxgmsa , ', o

Improve your Condxtionu.

Beduee youp Houps, -

B d .

s )

.. Fs : 4 “‘ 2
By ]ommg one of the o,brauclme;'.'

R S

. RAISE YOUR

"

If- thex’e is no braneh in your Distriet, don’t Jeave the Dlstrwtmgust wrlto to

THOMAS FOBAN, p.{a;,Fa‘:ﬁ’*r

LIBERTY HALL DUBLIN.

ATE——et
.

aon Baan 26 L2

THE MARY STREET
PIGTURE HOUSE
(’I'ho “ Mapy-o ")

Star Pietures Always,_

THE ELECTRIC THEATRE
TALE . STREET,” -

First in Dublin
and

Sﬁill vthe Best

1,,~v

-

-

: ' Inspiring Sonz by ' Countess
-~ Marcievicz (Dedicated to the
BATTLE 1.C. A)) with photcs of James
: Conno‘ly apd Michael Mallin,
"+ Complete with Mosic and Pléso

HYMNv Scere, 1/1 past ncw

o

PRISONEBS Memof:ea of Ftdnvcci:, Nmke- '

THE ART DEPOT, 6 Mary St,-

field Jail, etc. (with ‘Camp and
. OF o prisoh ilustrations). . Just puba
LT Tished 1/, B7. Post. 28,
D u bllno ) ,

TRADB 3 HPPLIED WHOJESALE

v oe “"

S

5 WAGES |
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SCOTTISH FAHM LAB'OUBE.RS
WACES,
 ¥rom .fhe Blarch number. of our con-
temporary ¢ The Scottish IFarm SBervant,”
we learn that agreements  are bemo"
made bobtween the Farm Servants’ Union
and the farmers for wages at the follow-.

ing rates :— ,
33¢, 6d. a
week with 16 cwt, of poba,toes and £1
ab . harvest; women workers, 24g. a
 week and Sowt. potatoes and £1 at har.
- vest. Tirst men generally get l1s. a
woek and %te“al\ds 2g. o 4s a week
higher. These rates are 7s. 6d.. a week
101 men and 6s. a week for women
advance on last year’srates. Overtime
is to be paid at the rate of 1s. per hour.
Mid and West Lothian, — Ordinary
ploughmen, 40s. and 4ls. @ week with

12 to 16 cwh. potatoes and £1 in har- .
No agree-

vest ; overtime ls. per hour.

| ment . yet made regarding women’s

wages, the offer of the farmers of 4s5.6d.

o oper week advance on last year's nates
not, being accepbed.

- Peshles and South Lanark, —«—Represen{;a,-

tives of Farm Bervants’ Union metb re-

. - presentatives af tl:xe Farmers’ Union and

agreed uporny an increase of 6s, a wesk,
ma,kmg wages 89s. and 40s. a week,
with 20 stones of oatmea,l and 8 mb
ware potatoes.

We commend these figur es Lo the nobu,@ g

of the Irish Awrmultm;a,l Wages Board,
and the Tirish fa,rmarb’ unions. Bub moze ‘
,})m{nculm ly we would ask the Irish farm

bourers to take a note of them and to
consider that these wages have begn won
by trade union orgwlsa,tmn
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Volunteors il i
Staﬁmd ]a.._.
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-~ PARTY..
SUNDAY; 17th MARCH.
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AT 7 P.M. Mr. F. NOLAN,

Subfect: « REFORM or REVOLUI!ON -
'NORTH HALL, LANGLEY STREET,
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Only réliable and straightforward freng
ave permitted to advertise in these pages.
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fidence that they will give you a straight
deal, sound value at reasonable prices.
When you write pr- udl upon: “chesm,, mem
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~will interrupt-them from afar.

. dmra&

 the Jechures on economics.

IRISH OPI\IO"Q’

"\.lARCH 16, 1918

I’asvuw szuv Coﬂ oe anv evenmo'

%Lmnrr term ‘czme vou mm see under ‘bae

p«::»rtn:,o 8 group of gowansmen, neak and |
-~ dandy in appearance, correch of deport-

ment., They are ’mdmrf their ime to pay

- gustatory tr “ibute to Lord Rhondda—if it

is @ meatless day. Like the cricket match
Iunaheoca, it is ** the best part of the
game,”” For it is the hour of ‘commons

- dinner,

If they seem ta 1eac1 2 eurious or pro-
Tane challenge in our, glance, they will
freeze ug with the steel and seornful eye.
Does some far-seeing fellow among them
read a minabory :ﬁzcker in our Jmpudenﬁ

- glance?

For we consider bhab one eve:nmg mey
mme, when the group iz discussing a
t in divinity, or, it may be, lilting
"che latest. hauntm«? melody caucrat from
the lips of the ¢ star”’ of the Empne
end the noise of a passion.driven rabble
Then, as
the men in posgession grow pale, a mob
of infurigted’ sansculobbes may- rush the
One of the moments has arrived
when a great people, reglising its wrongs,

fe driven. headlong before a tempesﬁ “of

wild, mad: ;mdzgna’mon |

Tﬁon there would be no use for ‘Hl‘}'

steelcold eye, for the cigarette, for the
beadle’s velvet cap,’ for bne notes from
The fight
would be of primitive wava aery—-——the
gtrongeat wins, And they might clang
the big bell as the reveillé of the 0.T.C.!

- Thé erowd would bs the pick of Dub-
Iim s very poor—the desperate poor. Ib
would be composed of the fathers and
‘brothers from all the families who live in
tne tenement rooni, .

s

esmmanded by ihe

. seances.,

‘Do JyoiL- thmk the  four three quarbah

~of_ the. "Varsity Rua’ov fifteen, together

with the heavy~wez«rh ‘and bantam-w ewht

- champions of the College boxing tourna-
ment, relieved by the pmked athletes of
the ** gvm,” with the besdlles in thejr |
gamekeepers’  caps and. suits of plush -

whipping-in, and finally the whole legion,
Provost, rhyming
mertial invectives in G‘rreek———do you think
T,her« could put up a fight acramqt the wol}

of starvaticn—vea, ten thousand wolves,
with teff thousand, anpt y bellies—snarling .

at the door?
T would put my monev on {)he big and

hangry battalions,

The beadles, in the snm’csmen s @aps,

{ who have mnever hunted anything moré

lively than a poor men off the grass, or

than bits of waste paper blown bF the

wind on to the quadrangle—these hefty
and healthy gentlemen would bite the
dusﬁ. By - ) ”
Professor Mahaffy’s academic robes
might be lefy as tattered .ag the rags
swvorn, by the invaders. These latber might
swarm into the ﬁﬁudenﬁs rooms, might

Vtumhle over chairs, pianos, gwamophones |
x—-ahefve:c, cwar boxes, ‘eard palhles,g

, vorticist

Men who had not had a mesal |

muxsmal evenings,”’ and
sll that day mighy fall upon cups of tea,
freshly- m&de and slices of rich &urrant
cake, frechlv out,” - But the earnest men
would not eat or drink, They would cry ¢

“ We have come to take ghelter! *

“ The humblest bird,” they would 587
“has a Well-buﬂt nes’c The snail an&

wormr to his farm. We alone, 'Whose

* bodless are the 'bempleb of Jche Holy

where to Re-H6use the Boyne S‘t T enants

-~ THE BATTLE "OF TRI\TIT Y COLLEGEV

BY CITiZEN-

Ghost: we ulho are made; in Grod g llhanre

| and JILBD&%—-’WQ have nof whereon to Iav

om heads.”

T:aefv would dvive out the plantez with
_the lash of indignation, as the boy Chmt
_drove the monex-rohancels

temple. And they would go back to fetch

their women-folk and chﬂdzen to the new .
dwellings, model dwellmg;s, 111deed-——~me

*¢ Trinity Cellege tenements.’”
They had looked upon it evezv dav

the cold and supercilious thing hmch:a,q; |

Titself apart—a demesne and mansion in
the*heart of g slum-rid city. And it had

never struck them. befoss that it would

make J.deal homes for workingmen,

But the loss to culture?
studied theve. «That is o, indeed, and
he slept naked between the fea,thehb of

his mabtress because he had -given his
bedelothes to a: family who were dreadfullv’

poor. But if (}o"dsmlth in black robes,

were to come back to ealth t6o Dublin,

and wallk through the Coombe or some
of our more nloquent areas, and then- L Pass
by his own glatue nwht into hig old
umvelsltv he would give & very scornful

look if he stepped into that meeting the -

other evening when the sbudents béllotwljr

debated the subject—that & benevolent

despotismh  assures more freedom in &
state than democratic government,

After this, the Convention may hmm
up with its 1eport on housing, for fear of
finding grabbers about its Senate house.

And Trinity, Mahaffy will say, mush

- make some contribution to civie ideald
the hedgehog is born to his house, the [ |

and civie work, and it must coms in

hfu

3
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